
February 2020 

The Vikings 

Our new theme for this half-term 
is the Vikings and follows on 
from our work on the Anglo-
Saxons.  We shall be looking at 
the following: where the Vikings 
came from; 
what life 
was like in a 
Viking set-
tlement; 
and the leg-
acy left by 
the Vikings 
in Britain. 

Design Technology 

Thank you for all the cereal box-
es you have brought into school!   
The children will be using these 

as part of 
their learn-
ing about 
Vikings to 
create 
longships. 

Science 

In addition to our ongoing work 
on the properties of materials, 
we are also looking forward to 
science week, which we will run 
from Monday 2nd March, and will 
provide the children with some 
additional opportunities.  In Year 
5 we will investigate rusting met-
als and growing your own mush-
rooms, as well as a special mi-
crobiology investigation after-
noon hosted by guests from 
Sheffield University.   

Within this work, we will be in-
vestigating reversible and irre-
versible changes.  

English 

Our Viking theme will also pro-
vide the stimulus for much of 
the English work this half-term.  

We will study the epic poem Be-
owulf and write newspaper re-
ports about the Viking attacks at 
Lindisfarne in Northumbria.  

Maths 

We will continue to further de-
velop the children’s understand-
ing of fractions, decimals and 
percentages and show the rela-
tionships between them.  We 
will also encourage the children 
to develop mathematical think-
ing through investigations and 
challenges.  

Please continue to 
encourage your 
child to use Times 
Table Rockstars to 

increase the recall speed of their 
times tables.  

PE 

This half-term, we have a Real 
PE focus of physical coordination 
and will be playing a series of 
games involving jumping, rolling 
and balancing.  For our sports 
focus, we will 
continue to learn 
and develop our 
lacrosse skills. 

Please ensure your child has the 
appropriate Westways PE kit 
(white t-shirt, dark shorts  and 
trainers/plimsolls) for indoor 
sessions, as well as sweatshirt 
and tracksuit bottoms for when 
we’re  outside!  

Anglo-Saxon and Viking 
Showcase 

We are looking forward to 
showcasing this term’s work 
on Thursday 19th March.   
Please come to have a look: 
the Year 5 classrooms will be 
open to parents from 2:45pm.   
The children will also be giving 
a performance on the ukulele 
from the sessions they had in 
class with Jack Lowe. 

Year 5 Residential 

We are all looking forward to 
the residential in the last week 
of this half-term (23rd—25th 
March).  Please make sure all 
Personal Information forms 
have been returned to school.  
You should also have a kit list 
to help with packing.  If your 
child requires any medication 
while we are away you will be 
given a medical form to com-
plete in the coming weeks.  A 
further information evening is 
being held on Monday 2nd 
March — if you are unable to 
attend, the presentation will 
be available as a News item 
on the school website. 

Please note: the final payment 
schedule of £20.00 was due 
on the 28th February 2020. 

Reading 

Our Reciprocal Reading will 
continue to cover a range of 
genres to develop reading flu-
ency and comprehension.  
Please help improve your 
child’s reading skills by read-
ing  regularly with and/or to 
them and encourage them to 
complete and return their 
Reading Record. 

Homework 

We will continue to send home 
weekly maths and English 
homework on a Friday, to be 
returned by the following Fri-
day. 
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